CMS 3340 National Cinemas
Deconstructing Disney /Bonner


Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (David Hand, 1937; 84 min.)

Adapted from the fairy tale collected by Wilhelm and Jacob Grimm (The Brothers Grimm), 1884
Abstract (adapted from box cover, Netflix.com and IMDB.com):
Walt Disney broke new ground in 1937 with this animated feature-length film, based on the famous fairy tale collected by the Brothers Grimm, about a beautiful and kindhearted princess, her jealous stepmother, seven lovable dwarfs, and a handsome prince. When the Magic Mirror proclaims Snow White the fairest one of all, she must flee into the forest, where she befriends the seven dwarfs. But when the Queen tricks Snow White with an enchanted apple, only the magic of true love’s kiss can save the princess. This Oscar-nominated classic includes the songs "Whistle While You Work," "Heigh-Ho," and "Some Day My Prince Will Come" (which became a jazz standard via trumpeter Miles Davis in the 1950s). Share this beloved classic with your family, and celebrate Snow White’s happily ever after again and again!
Cast (all uncredited in the film):
Snow White (Adriana Caselotti)

Queen / Witch (Lucille La Verne)

Huntsman (Stuart Buchanan)

Prince (Harry Stockwell)

Magic Mirror (Moroni Olsen)

Doc (Roy Atwell)

Bashful (Zeke Clements)

Dopey (Eddie Collins)

Sleepy / Grumpy (Pinto Colvig)

Sneezy (Billy Gilbert)

Happy (Otis Harlan)

Yodeling Man (James MacDonald)

Birds (Marion Darlington)

Birds (Purv Pullen)

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Snow White? Consider not only Snow White and the Queen, but also the role of the Prince and the dwarfs. Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are race and class constructed in Snow White? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing races and classes.

3.  How does Snow White compare to the films we screened for the previous section of the course on “Animated Nature”? Consider especially the theme of nature, but also other motifs you find relevant from films like Bambi, Jungle Book, Pinocchio, Fantasia, and others. Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate your observations.

4.  How does Snow White represent capitalism? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

5.  What was the historical context in which Snow White was made? What are the major historical events that might influence plots, characters, etc? Consider especially the original story on which it was based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 1937? Or today?
6.  What are some possible “positive” readings of these films? What “good” lessons do the films teach? Give examples and explain why.
